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CEA Read Mail to Russia.

By George Lardner Jr. ! tion® which means monitoring’
" information on the envelopes.

Washhitaton Post Stall Writer
The Central Intclligence Agency . Suchas the names of the sen-

:bandoned an ille il- . | ders and addressees.
ion program that glnslter:alll!ntercep | According to Cotter, who 1o
] a almost 20 .ently inspected the CIA's
-cars.only in the face of an ultitha- ' files on the project, CIA then-
um from the chief U.S. postal in- Director Allex W, Dulles
ipector, according to Congressional - briefed Postmaster General
estimony made public yesterday., Arthur W. Summerfield about
Chief postal inspector William J. ; the plans and evidently got his
Sotter said he made repeated efforts ' approval .
o have the CIA drop the project fol- . “Al couple of years later,
owing his appointment to the US. however,” Cotter said, “there
ostal Service in 1969, but was frus-; was dn indication, perhaps af-
rated at first, apparently because of | ter 1955, they went one step
he intercession of then-CIA Director| further—the CIA people—
tichard Helms. | without the. concurrence of
CIA, Director William E. Colby, who ; the postal peobple, and surrep-
ias publicly described the project as titiously appropriated some
illegal,” has indicated that the agency ' letters, opened the letters.”
:;pg;dl 91;30! its own accord in Febru.: Cotter said he knew of the
| . i m ings i
Cotter, however, testifying before & . h:ﬂ wﬂ’ﬁ:ismﬁhf&ﬁ“ﬁ
Touse Judiciary subcommittee, said it| charge of the CIA’'s New York
sas halted only after he gave the CIA | field: office at the time. He
deadline of Feb. 15, 1973, t6. “get | ;;i;ildft Yas “a lim;weraﬁon"
uperior - approval for this thing or' e the post office at Ken-|
iscontinue 1t” He sald CIA officlals | Bedy: International . Arport,
sked for an extension, but Cotter held : Dut that it did involve “a sig-|
irm and “they suspended it.” : nificant volume of mail . . ..
According to other testimony before  $8ck§ of mail” between the
he subcommittce, the program in. - United States and the Soviet
olved the surreptitious opening and Union. :
er’roduciior_l of thousands of letters. “I'm amazed, 20 years it
t first-class mail written by Ameri-. g0es on, that it didn’t hit the
iny over a 20-year period. .- .77¢ fan somehow,” Cotter testi-
The CIA has described the project: fied. '
. 'whlch is apparently under investi-: Normally, postal emplovees"
ation by the Justice Department for , {hemselves conduct such oper-
ossible criminal violations — only in ; ations, but in this case, Cotter
uarded, geiferal terms, Cotter's testi-. said, “it was different ... The
1ony, given Tuesday in closed session: employees of the CIA were au-
»fore the House ‘subcommittee, pro-~ thorized to actually shuffle
ded the first detailed history of it ', mail, and sort mail, and get it
nce its_inception in "1833. .. " in the categories they wanted
Subcom:mittee Chairman] to get it, what have you ...
Robert W. Kastenmeier (D | obviously they did surrepti- '
Wis) said the hearing had tiously slip some of these let-
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‘tain countries was intercepted
and that a post office in New

i Colby has indicated that only

i-agency “would either get ex-

:eral Winton Blount called him:
-in and told him, * ‘I bad a
‘meeting with

been closed to tbe public at
the behest of Deputy Attorney
Genera! Laurence H. Silber-
man who “raised a number of
questions including the issue
of nationa! security.” Kasien

meier, huwever, said he
wanted no part in
“withholding information

from the public that is right-
fully of public concera.”

Ha ,cailed the project a
wdiract violation of the letter
and 'spirit of the law™ prohibit-
ing the opening of first-class.
mail without a search warrant.

A'CIA agent for 18 years
himself, Cotter said the pro-
gram was initiated in 1953 2s a
“survey” of mail between the
United States and the Soviet
Unidn but apparently with the
understanding oa the part of
postal officials that it was to’

be simoly Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/02/

ters in their pockets, or some-
thing like that, removed it
from the premises, opened it,
Itook pictures of it, and get it
back in the mainsteam the
next day.”

Another former CIA offi-
cial, Mel Crain, once a depuly
operations research chief in
the CIA’s clandestine services
told the subcommittee yester-
day that he was told “all the
.mail going to the USSR—be-

| cause that is what we were in-
terested in—was opened.”

Crain said he was first intro-
lduced to that project in 1958 at
‘a hush-hush CIA Dbriefing
where the briefing officer—
whose name Crain could not
recall—casually remarked that
“of course, this is unconstitu-:
ticnal and illegal, but . . .}
we're in a cold war, youi
know.” |
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“In current jargon, this sim-
ply ‘blew my mind, ” Crzin
said, declaring that he quit the
ClA in 1959 at least partly be-
cause of the program. He said

the Soviet Russia division! go above that level”

where he worked got copies of;
at least six intercepted letters
aday. .
Crain said he was also told:
that mail to other Iron Cur-

Orleans as well as one in New
York were the foczl points.

one U.S. city was iavolved
Cotter said he w- . aware of
the New York pr—. -2ts when
he moved from t:2 CIA in
1969 to become chief postal in-
spector. He said “there wasn't]
any record of the project” at;
the Postal Service, but “I
wanted to do something about
it. I was pushing to getrid of
the project.” )
Eventually, In 1§71, Cotter
said, he told CIA Director
Helms that he wished the

ceedingly - high &pproval fer
this project” or drup it He
said Helms told hizm. Al
rigkt, Il take care of it ™ i

Three days later, Cotuier tes-
tified, then Postmaster Geu-
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vour forme
boss” and ‘carry on with the
project’ ® Cotter szid he un-
derstood that Atiorney Gen-'
eral John N: Mitchel! also had |
been briefed at the time and;
“thought, I understzad, thel
project was fine.” :

After Blount left the Postal’
Service, Cotter said he re-
owed his efforts, especially
i the wake of the Watergate
burglary, but this time with-,
04t even tolling his new hoss,;
Postinasier General E.
Klzssen.

Finally. Cotter said, he gave
the CIA a Feh, 13, 1973, dead-
Ine fo zet higeer approval for
e prozam or drop it He eaid
Hcinls came bick to
Feb. 13, 1973. for an

him on

lwas ipvolved in this type-ofi
ithing, but that's just teeling.
iThe files that were made
“available to m2 by CLA dida't

Co:iter said incoming mail
from China was also inter-
cepted by th2 CIAin San Fran-
cisco on sporadie occasions be-
tween 1953 azd 1971 Xe said
~thére may huve been some
other places” involvad, too.
Ther2 wos a poriod of thme!
when they had access tu some
Cuban mail,” hea said
* About two weeks azo. Col-
ter added, Postmaster General
Ban F. Bailar wrote Colby 2
letrer aswinz foc the CIA di.
ractor's “ pecsonal assurance
that there are no more of!
these ‘vpes 0f operations pres.;
eatly zoinz oa. planned. or:
“aver to b2 undzctaken.” Cotter:
said e was nat aware of any’
vepis Sram Culdy so far, :
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Ehror<ion Cwhile they worzad

aae clze pui)t bat he

’

4 suspended it o
s the ond of the project,”
e soid.

Cotter sald he did not know
Cciroin the doverns

aoly eness of the suail in-
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tordud, but o per-,

prosidents vovey
v T personndily fooi
U Qaenriy Couneil.
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